Wyndham Park Primary School

Hola Amigos,
I would like to welcome everyone back to WPPS for Term 3. I trust you have had a safe, relaxing
and enjoyable break with family and friends.
Over the break a great deal of work was completed to enhance our school facilities. A new fence
was installed near the community garden to allow us to expand the garden with the support of a
local Karen Community gardening group. Painting was completed to add our school house
colours to the front of the administration building. Sand was added to the Gaga pit, long jump
pits and sandpit in the Watts playground. Air conditioning was installed in all classrooms in the
Yellow and Red BER buildings. Plumbing was installed to allow for the watering of new garden
beds planned for installation at the main entrance of the school in the Term 3 holiday break.
General maintenance of the school yard was also completed. I would like to thank Barry and
Leonie for getting all of this work completed while we were away on our Term 2 break.
We have a very busy term coming up at WPPS. Events such as 100 days of school celebrations, Dr
Stovepipe music performance, Book Week, Book Parade, Family reading extravaganza, Literacy &
Numeracy Week, Footy Colors day and the intensive swimming program will ensure that all of
our students have plenty to do on top of their usual classroom learning activities. To ensure you
are well informed about the particulars of these events please make sure to check the newsletter
and look out for notes from the school in your children’s school bags.
Staffing Update
At the end of Term 2, Mr Glenn Lahtz notified me that he would not be returning to his position
as Performing Arts specialist in Term 3. As a result I have advertised a Teacher recruitment
vacancy to fill his position. We hope to have a new staff member to commence teaching our
students in week 6 of Term 3. In the meantime we welcome Jennifer to the role. Also while Lucia
Romero is away on Maternity Leave we have replaced the Spanish Language Program with a
STEM/Robotics Program. We welcome Edie Esroy-Dincer to this role and feel confident that our
students will enjoy this specialist program in 2019.
2019 Parent Opinion Survey
We are conducting a survey to find out what you think of our school.
The Parent Opinion Survey is completed annually by the Department of Education and Training
and is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at every school in Victoria. This
year, about 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate. All responses to the survey are
anonymous.
The survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our school climate, student
engagement, and relationships. Our school will use the results to inform school planning and
improvement strategies.
The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to
complete. It can be accessed from Monday 22nd July to Sunday 11th August.
The survey is available in English, Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha) and Hindi.
Results will be sent back to our school at the end of September.
A letter with details on how to access the survey will be sent out in coming weeks to families
involved.
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IMPORTANT DATES:
1st August
Ardoch Koorie
Excursion Charcoal Lane
5th August

District Athletics

7th August

Dr Stovepipe
In School Visit

12th August

Student Free Day
Curriculum Day

19th-23rd August

Book Week

20th-23rd August

Book Fair

21st August

Book Parade

Scholastic Book Club orders
are due by 1st of August.
Additional Book Club
brochures are available at
the office.

School Crossing
Our new school crossing was installed during the term break and parking has been adjusted to
accommodate this change in traffic conditions. Already I can report that the crossing is working
very well and is busy everyday. Please be aware that the change in parking does require cars to
be a specific distance from the crossing. Could I ask everyone that drives to WPPS to be aware of
and follow these parking conditions to ensure the safety of all students, parents and community
members that use the crossing.
School Boundaries
Could I please ask all families to discuss with their children the importance of staying within the
boundaries of the school property once they arrive at school each morning and until they leave
for home at night. Throughout the day, during learning breaks, the school yard is supervised by
school staff in high visibility vests. The external entrances into the school yard area also locked.
Staff also supervise the yard from 8.30am – 9.00am and 3.10pm - 3.30pm. Outside of these times
we require students to be supervised by parents/carers while in the school yard. Once a child has
arrived at school they should not leave the yard for any reason unless accompanied by a member
of staff (excursion) or by a parent/carer that has signed them out via the office. Your assistance
with this matter will help us to ensure that all students are safe and accounted for while at Wyndham Park Primary School.
Curriculum Day
Our next student free curriculum day is schedule for Monday 12 th August. During this day our
teachers and Education Support staff will be working with our Reading Consultant Ms Narrisa
Leung to further develop our reading program and expand on our Strategic Focus on “Reading is
the Key to Aspire, Learn and Achieve”. There are already a lot of structures and processes
embedded in our school that encourage students to read. These include our instructional model
(the way we teach), the classroom learning environment, year-level and school-wide programs
and outreach within the community. Over the next four years we will continue to deepen and
develop this work so students develop a life long love of reading, have goals and dreams that
they work towards, and the opportunity to lead and take action in the world around them. We
hope that they also come to believe that “Reading is the key to Aspire, Learn & Achieve”.
Artistic Achievement
In 2019, a very special drawing competition “Why is your brain amazing” was run by the
Australian Research Council during Brain Awareness Week. The judges received over 1,200
entries from around Australia. In the end only 18 entries were shortlisted for the final judging.
One of our amazing students, Kamran Mohammed, was awarded 2 nd place in the years 2-4
category. This is an amazing achievement and we would like to congratulate Kamran on behalf of
all of the WPPS community. On Friday at School Assembly we will be presenting Kamran with his
certificate and prizes. Please come along and help us to celebrate this fantastic achievement.
Premier’s Reading Challenge
Our school supports the Premier’s Reading Challenge. The reading challenge is a great way for
families to encourage and support our students’ love of reading. The purpose of the challenge is
for children to read great quality literature which can open the world of knowledge, imagination
and possibilities. For confident readers it can be about encouraging them to try new authors or
just challenge them to increase their reading stamina. For reluctant readers it is a great
opportunity for parents and carers to read and share books with their children so they too can
feel the excitement that books can offer. If ever your child is feeling disengaged from reading, let
your classroom teacher know. Everyone can love reading… it is about finding the right books and
the right way forward! All students will have received their log on details for the Premier’s
Reading Challenge. If you have any questions, let your class teacher know.
Kind Regards,
Laban Toose
Principal

Reporting Absences

Foundation News

Hi Families,
Welcome back to Term 3. We hope you all had a great break and are ready
for new learning.
This term we will be learning:
Writing: How to write an Information Report.
Reading: How to make a connection to a text.
Maths Number: Addition
Maths Practical: Investigating Heavier/Lighter, Holds More/Holds Less and
Longer/Shorter.
Inquiry: Living and Non Living Things
Please make sure to have discussions with your child about their amazing
learning.

Foundation Team

Thank to you The Smith
Family Werribee
WPPS were lucky enough to have these
FANTASTIC Numeracy, Literacy + STEM
resources donated to our school by our
wonderful partners at
The Smith Family Werribee.

1/2 Learning Community
Welcome back to Term 3! The 1/2 Learning Community have started off with a flying
start, with students busy finishing their Inquiry projects of investigating a problem
they discovered within the school and creating a solution for it.
Our next Inquiry unit is centred around Science; looking at Force (Push and Pull), the
weather, and scientists! It will definitely propel us onto a wonderful
scientific exploration ... where could we end up?

In Reading, we have been looking at how to synthesise and summarise the
knowledge we have gathered from a book. We will also start learning how to make
connections with the books we read. Connecting books with our own experiences, as
well as making connections with other books.
In Writing, we have been sharing our opinions through our persuasive writing pieces,
and will soon be moving into Information Reports. The 1/2s have been busy
developing their handwriting skills, as well as their spelling, vocabulary, and
punctuation ... making sure their writing stands out with fantastic use of STRONG
words!
In Mathematics, we have been busy learning about 2D and
shapes, as well as
developing our number knowledge through working on Subtraction and its
connection with Addition. This term we are adding to our number knowledge by
learning about Multiplication. The 1/2s will also be moving onto Measurement,
looking at the different units we measure in and making estimates as to how long
items are.

The 3/4 Learning Community has been learning what is means to be holistically healthy. Discovering and
identifying ways we can be more active, make healthier food choices and give our mind and body rest time.
As we come to the end of our inquiry topic, students this term are growing alpha sprouts in the classroom in
glass jars. Students are loving watching them grow! Students also had the opportunity to taste and used the
alpha sprouts as a garnish for their healthy homemade pizzas they created.

Term 3,
2019

Grade 5/6
Welcome to Term 3, 2019

Important dates
District AthleticsMonday 5th August
Music—In School Visit
Wednesday 7th August
Swimming Program
Thursday 8th August
School Uniform
Please ensure your child is in
full school uniform. Teachers
have discussed with students
what the uniform is. If
students are out of uniform,
they will require a note to
explaining why.
Arrival Times
Please note that students
should be arriving from
8:00am onwards. There is no
supervision before this time.
Home Reading
This year we have a large
focus on Reading, so we
encourage you to take any
chance you can to read with
your children outside of
school. This can be as simple
as reading a shopping list or
even having a chat about
things you have read in the
paper. We will also continue
to have home readers during
the week.

Welcome back everyone to Term 3! We hope you all
enjoyed the break and had fun with your family and
friends over the break. We have some very exciting plans
for the learning and teaching in Grade 5/6 this term and
are looking forward to a productive and enjoyable time
ahead.

Our amazing robotics team
hard at work!!

What are we working on this Term?
Reading:
We are learning how to make connections from what we are reading to other texts,
things we have experienced and other events that happen worldwide.
Writing:
This term we will be exploring poetry, this will involve learning about poetic devices,
different styles and techniques of writing and responding to poetry.
Math:
In mathematics we are covering a range of topics which will include, fractions, area,
perimeter and financial math.
Inquiry:
We are learning about entrepreneurship and the design thinking process. This will
culminate with students creating products which they will sell.
SWPBS/BESM:
This Term we will be covering topics that include growth mindset, team work and
responsibility.

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
The fun run was a huge success all the students and teachers had
a wonderful time. We raised $2000-$3000 and the students and
teachers had a load of fun exercising but this would have never
happened without our JSC and Ms Louise. Lots of students loved
the colours flying at them. The parents helped out a lot by lightly
hitting the students with the pool noodles.
Students liked this event and teachers are thinking about having it
again as it will also raise more money to develop our school.
Students helped out a load by giving money to the school. Most
students wore white
T-shirts
and
some
students
wore
old
clothes.
WPPS
successfully installed the
air conditioners! The bike
racks
haven’t
been
installed yet, but they will
be.

Kamran Mohammed 34D
Junior School Councillor

MEET THE WPPS EXTINCTION WARRIORS
Shishir, Tina, Torance, Vanessa , Dragana, Uzair, Jamie, Lah Kyi Win, Rehima and Sophie have been selected to represent Wyndham
Park Primary School at the Werribee Open Range Zoo in September as a part of the Love Your Locals Program.
The 3 aims of Love Your Locals
To foster a greater understanding and appreciation of Wyndham and Brimbank’s endangered species and the natural
environment.
To broaden student knowledge on local environment and sustainability issues.
To look at positive actions we can take as individuals and as a community to lessen our environmental impact and reduce
threats to endangered species and habitats.
The students need to answer this question:
‘We need smarter, greener towns for people and wildlife. How can we create a Victorian western region that is sustainable for
people and creates safe habitats for animals like the Eastern Barred Bandicoot, the Orange Bellied Parrot or the Plains Wanderer?’
The students have a Learning Journal, are participating in a webinar, and are researching at home and in their break times. They
are learning and thinking about their response to this question. Students will need to prepare and showcase their ideas to share
with other schools at the Werribee Open Range Zoo in September.

THE FIGHTING EXTINCTION
COMMON CENTS CHALLENGE
The Love Your Locals are trying to raise 300 five cent coins to save the Plains Wanderer and the Orange Bellied Parrot. We are
trying to make Werribee greener. Please help us to raise the 300 five cent coins. We need your help; we can't save them by
ourselves.
Thank you if you help by bringing in five cents.
By Sophie Grosser 56D

PLEASE DONATE YOUR FIVE CENT COINS – DONATION JAR AT THE OFFICE

