Wyndham Park Primary School
Issue 5
April, 2019

Hola,
What a truly amazing term we have had at WPPS. It only feels like yesterday that we
welcomed our new Foundation students on their first day of school. Throughout this term I
have been amazed by the wonderful things that have happened within our school
community. I think of the Foundation Picnic, Swimming Sports, National Day of Action
Against Bullying and Violence, Harmony Day Parade, and lets not forget the biggest event of
the term our Whole of School Excursion to the Melbourne Arts Centre to see the play
“Billionaire Boy”. I am always proud of the way our students and community engage in
these events and always demonstrate our school values of Safety, Responsibility and
Respect. Without fail these events have been a wonderful success and testament to the fact
that our school staff are an incredible group of people that perform their roles with care
and professionalism every day. I would like to say thankyou to everyone for an amazing
Term 1 in 2019.
School Council Annual General Meeting (AGM)
On Monday 25th March the School Council AGM was held and I am pleased to announce the
following members were elected to the following leadership positions:
President: Carol Achison-Mills
Vice President: Karla Murillo-Lopez
Treasurer: Fabian Kohlmann
I would like to also welcome onto school council Megan Astell for 2019.
We now have a fully representative school council for 2019 and I look forward to working
with this wonderful team of people to continue to enhance the educational opportunities
for all members of our school community.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the School Council for their work over the past
year and look forward to working with them again 2019.
2020 Foundation enrolments
Our school tours are in full swing and enrolment forms are coming in. I encourage all
current families with children ready to start Foundation next year to please obtain an
enrolment form and hand it in to the office ASAP to ensure we can hold a place for your
child.
Are your Student and Family Details correct?
Just a reminder to families to please ensure that your contact and family details including
emergency contacts are valid and correct. If your circumstances have changed please let the
office know ASAP as we often find out that numbers or addresses have changed or that
emergency contacts are not available to assist in an emergency. If you are unsure, please
contact the office to check.

IMPORTANT DATES:
April 23

Term 2 Commences

April 25

Anzac Day
Public Holiday

May 2

Snow Queen

In School Theatre Production
May 8

Colour Fun Run

May 23

5/6 C & D
Zoo Excursion

May 28

5/6 A & B
Zoo Excursion
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NAPLAN - transition to online
This year the NAPLAN will transition to online. NAPLAN will be conducted in May as usual, however to
support the transition and help students become familiar with the online environment and format,
students have participated in a coordinated practice test this term. Information regarding the NAPLAN
tests in May will be distributed to parents and published in the newsletter when finalised.
As this is the last newsletter before the school holidays, I would like to wish everyone a safe and
relaxing school holiday. I hope you are able to spend time with family and friends and we look forward
to seeing everyone again in Term 2.
Kind regards,
Laban Toose
Principal

REMINDER:
As a SunSmart School, hats must still
be worn during breaks until the end
of May.

Reporting Absences

5/6 Learning Community
________________________________________________________________
What has been happening in 5/6?
The 5/6 Learning Community has been very busy of coming into the last few weeks of
term. We were lucky enough to have an In School Visit on indigenous culture in which
we were introduced to many traditional artefacts such as tools for hunting, musical
instruments and clothes that we able to spend some time handling. Last week we
also celebrated Harmony Day in our building by playing traditional games from
different cultures of the world, learning about what Harmony Day means to us and
comparing and contrasting all the amazing cultures that we bring into the classroom.

Some highlights from our In School Visit and
Harmony Day from students.
“I loved the parade, just everyone being able
to see all the costumes.”
“The best bit was when the music
performance happened.”
“It was cool getting to play the traditional
games.”
“Making the Harmony Day display was really
cool!”
“Getting to see the animal skins was
awesome!”

My Trip to The Melbourne Convention Centre

Hi my name is Nimmu, the School Captain of W.P.P.S. I went to the Melbourne Convention Centre on 18 th of
March (which is the National Young Leaders Day). We took about an hour in the bus to get there.
When we reached there, we quickly went in and sat down in our seats. The hall was as big as a cricket stadium.
There was a big screen behind the stage, and there were some smaller ones on the sides. We sat somewhere on
the side, I sat probably near the middle of the row.
Then the two speakers gave a short speech about high school and introduced the first speaker, Cal Wilson. She
is a comedian and a junior author. She talked about her journey to her position. Then she told us an important
lesson she had learnt `try before giving up`.
Then it was morning recess time, we got to go out of the hall and do some activities before we ate our snack. In
the first activity we got to hold a real live ‘SNAKE!’ We also learnt some facts about snakes. Then we got to hold
a spiky lizard, its skin was rough. It looked like a toy first, then I realized it was real. After that went to see the
‘Barking Owl’, I never even knew there was such a thing as the barking owl. It actually barked. Then we looked
for a place to sit and eat. After that we went inside and had a little disco. I was actually the only one dancing
from my school.
Then we had our second speaker his name was Tim. Tim`s job is to help Uganda to be healthier and in better
condition. At the moment Uganda is in a terrible situation. He explained the conditions when he went there. He
also told us how the country is sustainable. It was using clever and natural machines that help to reuse and save
water and energy. I think Tim is a great example for showing kindness.
Our next speaker was Leisel Jones. She is a famous swimmer, and I was very excited to see her live. She is also a
gold medallist. She told us she started swimming at a very young age. She said that she always aimed big in her
childhood so that brought her to that position. The lesson she learned is to always aim big, it would take time,
but you would achieve it one day. You should suffer first so you can be happy. I don`t know about you guys, but I
am surely inspired. Then it was lunch break.
We went outside the building to find a place to eat. When got our place, I was really hungry, so I immediately
ate food. After that we chilled out for a while before we went back. When we got back to the hall we waited
outside for a little and then we went in.
The disco started again, but this time I didn`t feel like dancing so I just sang along. Soon the dance was over, and
everybody sat in their seats. Then we met our second speaker Holly. Guess what she does? She is a cricket
player! She plays for the Melbourne Stars in the WBBL. I was very excited to see a cricket player. Holly talked
about her journey to her position and her injuries, she had a lot. She used to play for the Brisbane Heat when
she was in Brisbane, but she moved to Melbourne, so she plays for the Stars. Soon it was time to go. I had an
amazing day.
Nimmu Mandelli
School Captain

My Fantastic Day at the Melbourne Convention Centre

On 18th of March we leaders went to the Melbourne Conventional Centre for the National Young Leaders Day
excursion. We left at 8:00 o’clock sharp and reached there in more than an hour (because there was a lot of
traffic). When we reached there it was about 9:30 because we were 15 minutes LATE. When we entered we
saw many different schools sitting down.
We sat in the corner front row of the room (it looked exactly like a stadium). There were two people up front a
boy and a girl talking to us about a few important things. After they finished talking about high school, we had a
morning recess. We went out but before we sat and ate, we got the chance to hold a real live snake, see a spiky
lizard and take a photo with an owl. It was scary but exciting.
We had our snack and went back inside. Then the people up front introduced the first speaker, Cal Wilson the
comedian. The second speaker was Tim. Tim went to Uganda and was telling us about how they developed that
place (it was great watching the video). The third speaker was Leisel Jones. Leisel was a great swimmer and came
to tell us about how she became one and encouraged us about the future. And finally the fourth speaker was
Holly. Holly is a women’s cricket player and was encouraging us about high school and her motto was ‘it’s scary
but exciting.’
After that we had our lunch outside that place and Ms Louise bought chips for us. She gave the boys a small pack
and gave the girls a bigger one. We went back inside and danced for a while it was like we were at a party. After
that we went home on our bus back to school. When we arrived, it was 3:00 o’clock and we had 10 more minutes
for the day to end so we just went to class and started doing some work. It was a really, really, really fun day.
Akki Kasha
Watts House Captain

Foundations have been busy learning new concepts during Term 1. Foundation students are
excited seeing their work displayed in the Learning Community.

1/2 Learning Community
HARMONY DAY MARCH THE 21ST
Harmony Day was a busy day. We made crowns, bracelets and necklaces. We made
paintings. We watched a show. We shared food together at a picnic that we invited
our families to. Then we joined in the school parade. We had so much fun!

We made these paintings:

We had a Harmony Day picnic:

Introducing the EAL Team

EAL stands for English as an Additional Language and our role in the school is to support students to develop their English Language skills.
This involves working with students individually and also in small groups on things such as oral language vocabulary, conversations skills,
reading and writing as well as maths vocabulary. Part of our work is to develop programs that support EAL student’s specific needs. We
also work with other students requiring Literacy and Maths support or extension.
We work together with students, teachers and parents to identify student’s strengths and interests and areas where they need support.
The MEA’s work closely with families; reading and explaining notes and newsletters as well as assisting with filling in forms. Mark and Dah
Moo are also available to discuss other school related topics. They can be seen on Monday mornings from 8:55 to 9:35 and on Thursday
afternoons from 2:20 to 3:00. No appointment is required.
Fun Facts
At our school there are 39 different languages other than English spoken at home.
55% of students at our school speak another language other than English.

Anywhere, Anytime, Learning
COMPETITION
Did you know that students are at school for only 18% of their lives? YET they are learning all of the time, at
home, at the park, visiting friends, shopping, playing games, at the library, and especially on the holidays.
We have a COMPETITION with prizes for students who can show us how and where they learn when they are not
at school.
Please send your photo to Ms Louise 0422 906 133 or by email holley.louise.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
Harley is our first winner! Congratulations Harley

What learning can you see?
Whilst you might not notice, there is a lot of learning taking place in this experience. Harley is learning about
geometric reasoning and spatial awareness in the way that he is positioning the sausages both vertically and
horizontally so that they all fit into the rectangular space he has to work with. He is also learning about how to
partition amounts by having to break up the sausages into groups or parts when positioning them. Harley is keeping
track of time, as he turns and moves the sausages to ensure they don't burn. He is demonstrating safety skills in the
way he is positioning and moving himself near the BBQ and is taking on the responsibility of all of this at the same
time.

Karen Language Learning Club is held each Tuesday in the Community Hub.
Students are required to line up in the canteen area at 3.10pm.

