
IMPORTANT 

DATES 

Friday 21st February 

  3-6 Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 5th March 

Andy Griffiths Story talk 

(Selected 34 Students) 

Monday 9th March 

Labour Day Holiday 

Tuesday 17th March 

School Photo Day 

Friday 20th March 

NDAABV Bully Zero In School 

Visit 

National Young Leaders Day 

(Student Leaders) 

Tuesday 24th March 

56LC State Library  

Excursion 

Wednesday 25th March 

34 State Library  

Excursion (3 classes TBA) 

 

Thursday 26th March 

 

34 State Library  

Excursion (2 classes TBA) 

 

Friday 27th March 

Harmony Day  

Celebrations 

 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

2:30 FINISH 

 

 

 

 Message from the Principal   

Wyndham Park P.S. 
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 0  I S S U E  1  

Hola!!,  

Firstly let me welcome you back to WPPS for 2020. 

I also officially welcome all of the new families that have joined our school  

community in 2020. We have many new Foundation students and other  

students throughout the school……you are all very welcome at WPPS.  I trust everyone has had a 

relaxing and enjoyable break with family and friends. 

Much has been happening at WPPS over the summer break. Lucy, Barry, Janine and Jenni and 

many of our staff have been working tirelessly to prepare our school for 2020. I would like to 

thank them for working so very hard to ensure that the school was ready for the return of our 

school community in February. 

Staffing Update 

In 2019 we welcome a number of new staff.  

Carolyn Fletcher (56B)   Melisa Williams (56C) 

Kate Pantelimon  (34B)   Melissa Haysom (34C) 

Luke Madden (34E)    Gemma O’Dea (00B) 

Sarah Roper (00C)    Jennifer Kompa (Leading Teacher) 

Sarah Janetzki (12F) Returning after a year on Personal Leave 

These outstanding new members of staff have already settled in and have begun to get to know 

our students, and positive school culture. Over coming weeks we will formally introduce them via 

our school newsletter. I am sure everyone will welcome them into our school community and 

make them feel right at home. 

Foundation start to the year 

Our Foundation class of 2020 has made a wonderful start to the year. On the first day of school 

we also enjoyed an icy pole with these new students and their families.  In coming days we will 

complete benchmarking interviews with them to better understand where they are in their   

learning. To clarify, all Foundation students will be full time at WPPS for the remainder of the year 

from the 5th of February. 

 



 

Student Attendance 

I cannot emphasise just how important it is that our students regularly attend school. Fundamentally if 

your child is not at school we cannot help them grow and learn. If your child cannot attend school due to 

illness please let us know so we can update our records. In 2020 we have a number of ways that you can 

inform us about your child’s absences. We now have a school phone app, website and parent portal. Each 

of these online tools will allow you to communicate with the school about student absences. As always 

you can also call the school or send in a note for the teacher. The most important this is that you use one 

of these methods to communicate with us about student attendance. 

Communication in 2020 

In 2020 at WPPS we believe that good communication with parents and community ensures everyone 

feels well informed about what is happening throughout the year. Our school website continues to be 

updated and new content/information will be regularly posted. As always our school newsletter is        

published fortnightly and then made available to parents via printout, the website, email and via our 

school phone app. 

Details about our school app and how to download it to your smart phone are located later in the      

newsletter. Our phone app and website will also allow you to record student absence and communicate 

with the school electronically. 

Finally we will continue to use our Parent Portal throughout the year. This portal will allow you to update 

your contact details, view your child’s attendance, reports and Individual Learning Plans. It is an exciting 

feature of the school designed to strengthen the partnership between school and parents to support your 

child’s learning. 

Contacting School Staff when issues arise: 

 When a parent wishes to contact a member of staff the procedure is to contact the teacher involved   

giving a brief outline of the issue or concern.  

Contact should be made using one of the following approaches: 

• Contact the school, either by phone or front office personally, and arrange for the teacher to contact 

you to arrange a suitable meeting time. Teachers are not usually available to answer phone calls or 

come to the office during teaching time or whilst on playground duty.  

• Contact the appropriate teacher in writing or via email, asking them to organise a suitable meeting 

time.  

• Speak briefly with the appropriate teacher, either before or after school hours and request that they 

arrange a suitable meeting time.  

Where the teacher has been approached but the issue remains unresolved, an appointment should be 

made with the Principal to discuss the issue further. Except in exceptional circumstances, the Principal will 

ensure that all pertinent information is relayed to the staff member involved so that all relevant            

information may be considered in seeking a mutually beneficial resolution. 

  

The Principal is available to meet with parents (please contact the office to schedule an appointment) 

where they have an issue, concern or matter of interest about the general operation of the school. Where 

a mutually suitable time is not available for a period of days the school will offer an opportunity to discuss 

the concerns with the school’s Assistant Principal.  

 

Attendance Mascot 

 

Reporting 

 Absences 



 

Communications Policy and Procedures Issues arising between students and families: 

No parent should approach the children of other families or their parents with a school related or non-

school related issue on the school grounds. Such matters must be addressed to the Principal or Assistant 

Principal and not be discussed with other persons. From time to time differences in expectations and        

disappointments about delivery will give rise to tensions and disagreement in the partnership between 

the school and parents. Both school and parents are responsible for respectful communication about 

these  concerns. All matters of concern must, in the first instance, be addressed to the school. Only after 

this courtesy is afforded to the school may a matter that cannot be resolved locally be referred to       

Department of Education for resolution. The Community Liaison Officer for the South Western Region 

which includes Wyndham Park Primary School can be contacted by telephoning the Department of    

Education Office.  

Ph: 1300 333 232 

Child Safe Standards  

With the introduction of the Ministerial Order 870 from the Government in 2016 in the wake of the        

Betrayal of Trust Report all schools must now ensure we meet the Child Safe Standards. 

The standards strengthen our already existing approaches to preventing and responding to child abuse, 

and enhance consistency in how these issues are managed in schools.  

Due to the start of the school year, I again share this information with you, to ensure we provide a safe, 

inclusive and collaborative learning community for our students.  

All staff, visitors and volunteers working with children in our school (including classrooms, school yard, In 

School Visits, stalls, etc) must, before they will be allowed to enter the school:  

• Sign in at the office,  

• Read and sign the Child Safe Code of Conduct at the office every year  

• Provide evidence of holding a relevant qualification. This includes a Victorian Institute of Teaching 

card, a Working with Children’s Check card or equivalent. 

Any parents, carers or other visitors to the school should not be on the school premises (yard, corridors 

or classrooms) during school hours without first signing in at the office. While our parents helping in the     

classes won’t start until later this term, if you are planning to assist we encourage you to apply for a     

Working with Children’s Card ASAP. Details can be found at: www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/.          

The cost is free to volunteers. 

Parent Meet and Greets 

Finally, a note about or upcoming Meet the Family event.  This opportunity to come in and have a             

conversation with your child’s teacher about the year ahead will happen from 3.10pm – 4.30pm on       

Thursday 13th of February. Teachers will be contacting parents to invite them to the school for these       

conversations. If you have not received a letter please contact the office or your teacher directly. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Laban Toose 

Principal 

School Bell Times 

Start Time:   

8:43am 

Morning Recess:  

10:25am 

Lunch Eating Time: 

12:20pm 

Break 1: 

1:00pm 

Break 2: 

2:00pm 

End of Day: 

3:10pm 

Monday—Friday 

8:30am—4:00pm 

 

Monday 

8:30am—10:00am 

Thursday 

2:00pm—3:30pm 

 

 



Introducing the EAL Team 
   Jacek Tomaszewski                                   Dah Moo        &        Mark Kunoo   

   EAL  Co-coordinator                   Our Multicultural Education Assistants (MEA’s) 

 
 

                                                        
 

 

   Hi 

   I’m Jacek (Jack) Tomaszewski, the EAL Coordinator and Dah Moo and Mark are our schools MEA’s Multicultural    

Education Assistants). 

We work together to support students who have English as an additional language and assist them to develop 

their English language skills.  

 

We work with students individually and also in small groups working on things such as:  

• practicing their conversations skills to better communicate with other students and teachers;  

• developing their word knowledge as well as reading and writing skills; and 

• assisting them to understand and use maths vocabulary.  

We work with students, teachers and parents to identify student’s strengths and interests in order to provide   

programs that best suit their needs. 

The MEA’s work closely with families; reading and explaining notes and newsletters as well as assisting with filling 

in forms. Mark and Dah Moo are also available to discuss other school related topics. 

 

 They can be seen on Monday Mornings from 8:55 to 9:35 and on Thursday afternoons from 

2:20 to 3:00. No appointment is required. 

Fun Facts  

• At the end of 2019, our school had families who spoke 39 languages other than English at home. 

• 55% of students at our school speak another language other than English. 

• I can’t sing but Dah Moo and Mark are very musical. 

• Mark loves soccer and both Dah Moo and Mark play guitar. 



 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Our teachers are excited to meet the  
families of our students. We look         

forward to greeting you in our           
classrooms next week. 

 

You will receive a personal invitation in 
the mail.  

HELLO! My name is Carol (Ms. Kolic) and I am one of the intervention/extension teachers at WPPS. I 
am looking forward to a great year of learning together. 

I will be working with Foundation – Year 6 students in small groups and whole classroom                  

environments to improve their learning. Please ask your child to share their learning from my sessions 

– ‘What was something new you learnt today with Ms. Kolic?’ ‘What do you need to improve in your 

next session with Ms. Kolic?’ 

THESE ARE A FEW OF MY FAVIOURITE THINGS 

I love teaching and spending time with my family and friends, going for walks, gardening and cooking.  

I barrack for the Geelong Cats and my favourite song is Mama Mia. 

CONTACT ME 

Please come and visit me Thursday, as I would love to meet your family, alternatively you can leave a 

message with the office staff and I will contact you to make an appointment time.  

 
Kind regards   

Carol Kolic 

Wyndham Park Primary School 



Core Specialists 2020 

Welcome to a new year. Firstly I would like to introduce the Core Specialists team for 2020!  

Dale Palmer- Physical Education      Sara Hamza- Art 

Adam Sbriglio- Music       Edie Dincer- STEM 

We would like to tell you a little about ourselves before the “Meet the Family Afternoon” happening on the 13th February at 3.10pm- 

4.30pm. 

 Dale Palmer - Physical Education 

 I am a big sports fan and in particular a passionate Essendon supporter. My hobbies include golf, gaming, darts 

and billiards. I lived in Katherine NT for 4 years. This is where I started as a classroom teacher teaching           

Foundation and Year One classes before moving into a Physical Education role. This is my fourth year at W.P.P.S 

teaching Physical Education. I look forward to organising our school Swimming Carnival, Athletics Carnival and 

Interschool Sports events. 

 

 

Adam Sbriglio - Music 

Hi, my name is Adam Sbriglio and I am the Core Specialist Performing Arts teacher at Wyndham Park Primary 

School. I have a passion for all things music related and have enjoyed my time at the school since joining the team 

in Term 3, 2019. I have taught Music at Secondary level. I have a bachelor’s degree in Music performance,         

majoring on guitar. I currently play keyboard in a cover band. My greatest achievement at Wyndham Park thus 

far, was the creation of the school choir. The choir was given the chance to perform at the local Community     

Centre.    

 

Edie Dincer- STEM              

Having studied a Bachelor’s Degree of Fine Arts followed by a Master of Teaching in Creativity and the 

Arts, I have started my teaching career as an Art teacher. Therefore, I incorporate creativity into my     

lessons, which is crucial for developing essential STEM skills including problem solving and critical      

thinking. I joined the WPPS team in 2019 and have been enjoying teaching STEM and focusing on Science 

Inquiry with junior grades and Robotics with senior grades. My hobbies include fashion design and 

skating. Furthermore, I am currently writing and illustrating a children’s book about robots. 

 

Sara Hamza - Art 

Hello! My name is Ms. Sara and I’m thrilled to be teaching Visual Art at Wyndham Park for the second year running. 

As the name suggests, teaching a specialist subject is very special as I get to know and teach every student in the 

school. This week, we have used Student Voice in the Art Room to choose what materials we would like to use this 

year and I’m excited to start planning some fun lessons around these choices. 

This is my 14th year as a teacher; in that time, I have taught Grade 3-6 students in the classroom, Physical Education 

and Visual Art. Growing up in Scotland, I loved all things creative such as visual art, music, dance and drama. This 

year, I will be celebrating my 21st birthday – well, my 21st year of living in Australia! In my spare time, I like spending 

time with my family, gardening and playing the bass drum in a local pipe band. 

We all look forward to meeting you on the “Meet the Family” afternoon. 

Kind Regards, 

The Core Specialist Team. 



WPPS Kitchen Garden News  

GROW HARVEST PREPARE SHARE 
 

Garden Club Break 2 Mondays and Wednesdays 

Weeding 
On Wednesday 26 student volunteers worked hard in Break 2 to help rid our garden of weeds and they did a 
fantastic job. 
 
Watering 
A very big thank you goes to Dah Moo and Leah Dickinson and their children for helping keep water up to our 
growing vegies over the school holiday break. 
Thanks to them we have a healthy crop of corn, cherry tomatoes, potatoes, beans, parsley and pumpkin as well 
as a very healthy passionfruit vine that looks like it may bear fruit this year. 
 

          

    Corn                Tomatoes          Beans            Pumpkin      Passion Fruit 



  

 

 
                      

 

 

The 2020 House Captains are running    
activities during Break Two on a 
Thursday from Week 2 – Week 8.  

Sophie Grosser  

Watts House Captain 

    

 

 

HOUSE CAPTAIN 
NEWS 

 

Thursday 20th February 









             Harmony Group 
Who should attend? 

Parents with their preschool aged children 

 

What will it include? 

Fun activities to do with your children 

Meet other parents 

Guest speakers  

 

What is it about? 

Harmony Children’s activity group is a time for parents to play with their children and meet other families.                                  

 

Where:  Wyndham Park Primary School Community Hub 

               Kookaburra Ave Werribee 

When: 10am to 11:30am Thursdays during school terms 

 

Cost: FREE 

 

For information and bookings, please contact: 

Jenni Family Services 9216 7777 

 

 



 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK 

At Wyndham Park Primary School all volunteer helpers must have a current Working with Children Check. 

This means you must have a Working with Children Check to assist in classrooms, canteen and school activities like excursions, 
camps and special events (i.e. athletics, swimming carnivals). 

You can apply for a WWCC online at 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au 

OR 

You can call into our Community Hub and I can help you to apply. 

Louise Holley 

Community Hub Coordinator 

0422 906 133 

 

A copy of your WWC Check is kept at the Office 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au


Classroom Helpers and Volunteers 
 

Would you like to volunteer at our school? 
 

Come along and learn how you can do this. 
 

Classroom Helpers and Volunteers Training Session 
 

WEDNESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 
 

9:00am – 11:00am 
 

WPPS Community Hub 
 

• We can also help you obtain a Working with Children Check 
 

        
 

     
 

YES I will be attending the Classroom Helpers and Volunteers 
Training on Wednesday 19th February 

NAME: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
CONTACT PHONE NUMBER: ……………………………………………………… 


